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geously calling things by their right names, would, against their
better convictions, yield to what they considered a strong cur-
rent of opinion, for fear of jeopardizing their personal popu-
larity. I have seen men of great ability and high standing in
the official world do the most astonishing things in this respect
when they might, as far as their voices could be heard, have
easily arrested the vicious heresies by a bold utterance of their
true opinions. The moral cowardice of the politicians is one of
the most dangerous ailments of democracies.

General Grant's election was a foregone conclusion.
There was a widespread feeling that with Grant in the presi-
dential chair, the National Government would be in safe hands.

To me the Republican victory brought a promotion which
I had not anticipated while I was active in the campaign. One
of the United States Senators from Missouri, Mr. John B.
Henderson, had voted in the impeachment trial for the ac-
quittal of President Johnson. He was a gentleman of superior
ability and of high character, but he had voted for the ac-
quittal of Andrew Johnson; he had done so for reasons entirely
honorable and entirely consistent with his principles and con-
victions of right, but in disregard of the feelings prevalent
among his constituents and in spite of a strong pressure
brought upon him by hosts of Republicans in his own State;
and as his term as a Senator was just then expiring, this clash
was fatal to his prospects of a re-election. The warmest of his
friends frankly recognized the absolute impossibility of keep-
ing him in his place. Indeed, all the Republican Senators who
had voted for Johnson's acquittal found themselves more or
less at variance with their party in their respective States; but
Republicanism in Missouri was in one respect somewhat differ-
ent from Republicanism elsewhere. In Missouri a large part
of the population had joined the rebellion. The two parties
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